THE THIRD BURMESE WAR.

CHAPTER IX.

RELATIONS WITH BURMA FROM 1853 TO 1885.

TN" order to fully explain the causes which led up to the third
Burmese war, it is necessary to touch on the political and com-
mercial relations between British India and Upper Burma from
1853 to 1880.

After the second war of 1852, when the kingdom of Ava was
shorn of all its coast-line and became a purely inland territory,
a special mission was sent to Amarapura, where it was suitably
received, but no real diplomatic representation of the Govern-
ment of India was resumed till many years afterwards.

In 1862 Sir Arthur Phayre, the first Chief Commissioner of
British Burma, negotiated a new commercial treaty with King
Mindon at Mandalay, by which mutual concessions were agreed
upon. To promote trade the British abolished certain customs
duties levied on the southern side of the frontier, but the Burmese,
true to their national characteristics, indefinitely delayed per-
formance of their part of the agreement. Matters soon relapsed
into such an unsatisfactory state that the Government of India
intimated to the Court of Ava that they would restore the
frontier duties unless negotiations were entered into for a new
treaty. A new commercial treaty was accordingly concluded by
Colonel Fytche in 1867. Notwithstanding certain defects this new
convention secured several valuable commercial arrangements,
and conferred on the British Resident recognized powers to watch
over British interests, by securing for him certain civil jurisdiction
over cases concerning British subjects in Avan territory ; it also
provided for a political agent, subordinate to the Resident at
Mandalay, being stationed at Bhamo, the town in the north
through which the bulk of the trade with Yunnan was carried
out.

From 1867 to 1879 the Government of India was continuously
represented by a Resident at Mandalay, but owing to the Burmese
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